
FORGET LIFERAY
 

USE LIFERAY, INSTEAD



WHO I AM

Name: Fernando Fernandez

Work: Java & Liferay team leader 

 at Inetum Portugal

Hobby: Liferay Users Group

Living: Lisboa

Born: Porto



TOURIST TIP FROM A NATIVE OF PORTO

Francesinha

21st century “typical” 

© Jeremy Keith CC BY 2.0© TheRealDapperDan CC BY-SA 4.0

Tripas

15th century “typical” 



QUESTIONS FOR THE 
AUDIENCE



FOMO, ANYONE?



HISTORICAL CONTEXT

1995

1996

1998

2003

Java, including Applets – linked Java with the Internet 
explosion

Servlets - quickly adopted as major web platform; 

proprietary and open source alternatives

Enterprise Java Beans, riding the wave of SOA

The Portlet and the Portal offered by Sun, IBM, 

Oracle, Weblogic… and Liferay

20XX



TYPICAL LIFERAY USAGE

Managing sites, content, users

Running applications

Integrate with anything

Flexible and extensible platform

Open, customizable and lower cost

Screenshot from Wikimedia – CC-Zero Public Domain



LOOMING PROBLEMS

• OSGi hurdles

• Build & deploy times

• Competing technologies

• Specialized Liferay developers 

increasingly difficult to find

• Heavily customized portals 

are hard to upgrade

Photo by Tim Gouw – pexels.cm license



MARKET CHANGES

• Web development changed a lot: 

React, Angular, Spring, NodeJS, 

.NET Core, etc.

• New projects must be launched in 

days or weeks

• Business users need autonomy

• Security, performance, SEO are 

fast moving targets

Photo by seppe machielsen– pexels.cm license



LIFERAY REINVENTED

• Design system components 

(Lexicon/Clay) on top of bootstrap

• Move to React on the UI

• Headless API

• Explosive growth of OOTB features

• Greater autonomy for business users

• Same potential for growth and 

integration



FAST SITE BUILDING

• Powerful WISIWYG, Drag & Drop, page editor, 
allowing Drag & Drop of visual components

• Differentiated page versions per language, device or 
user segment

• Fast and easy styling with Stylebooks , Master Pages  
and Component Config



DYNAMIC 
CONTENT

• Collections and Collection Providers 

select content

• Fragments like “Collection Display” 

and “Collection Filter” list, paginate 

and filter collections

Screenshot © Inetum Tech Portugal



EXPERIENCE DIFFERENTIATION

• SEO not enough

• Engagement requires adapting to 
user’s interests

• Minimal/no coding to show different 
page versions depending on user 
behaviour/characteristics

• For anonymous users we can work 
with geographical location, content 
categories, device type, language, 
etc.

N.B: not na OOTB example



INDEXING AND SEARCH

• Search engines only index part of most 
websites

• Websites should offer at least one search 
page

• Several specialized search pages can add 
value with custom filter, custom facet, 
search options

• Search results can be sorted by relevance, 
title, date, user, etc.

• Relevance factor can be tweaked by config



APPLICATIONS

• React, Angular, Vue apps can run on Liferay servers, no Java needed

• Remote Apps run on a page as WebComponents with minimal Liferay dependency

• No-Code tools available Forms & Objects

• Applications interact with content and services through Headless API, with REST or 

GraphQL

Source: Liferay Inc.



AND THIS IS 
JUST A SMALL 

GLIMPSE

Photo by Amine  M'siouri–pexels.com license



CHOOSE YOUR FLAVOUR

• Community Edition

• DXP/LXC from 150+ Partners and 

Liferay Inc.

• On premises (DXP / CE)

• Platform-as-a-Service (LXC SM)

• Software-as-a-Service (LXC)

Photo by Karolina Grabowska – pexels.cm license



THE EVOLVING ROLE 
OF THE DEVELOPER

• Less Java / Better Java

• More JavaScript (React, Angular, 
Vue)

• More remote applications, cloud-
readiness, DevOps

• More Low/No Code (Objects, Forms, 
Collections, Segments, …)

• More focus on business needs

Photo by Mikhail Nilov – pexels.cm license



WHAT YOU CAN DO

Embrace new features, new architectures

Empower your designers and power users

Enjoy technological flexibility

Treat Liferay as a new product

Help bring new developers



WRAPPING UP

CHANGING DEMANDS

Users want more 
autonomy, faster 
delivery, technical 
flexibility, security and 
performance

LIFERAY REINVENTED

You now have less 
development, faster 
development, more 
technological choices

OUR ROLE

Embrace change to 
deliver more value to 
the customer and to our 
teams
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QUESTIONS? COMMENTS?



THANK YOU

Fernando Fernandez

fernando.m.fernandez@inetum.com

linkedin.com/in/fernandez/


	Slide 1: Forget Liferay   Use Liferay, instead 
	Slide 2: Who I am
	Slide 3: Tourist tip from a native OF PORTO
	Slide 4: QUESTIONS FOR THE AUDIENCE
	Slide 5: FOMO, anyone?
	Slide 6: Historical context
	Slide 7: typical LIFERAY usage
	Slide 8: LOOMING PROBLEMS
	Slide 9: MARKET CHANGES
	Slide 10: Liferay REINVENTED
	Slide 11: FAST SITE BUILDING
	Slide 12: Dynamic  content
	Slide 13: Experience differentiation
	Slide 14: Indexing and Search
	Slide 15: Applications
	Slide 16: AND THIS IS JUST A SMALL GLIMPSE
	Slide 17: Choose your flavour
	Slide 18: The EVOLVING role of the developer
	Slide 19: What you can do
	Slide 20: Wrapping up
	Slide 21: Wrapping up
	Slide 22: THANK YOU

